
 

 

School Advisory Council Meeting Monday December 7th, 2020 

 

Members Present: Ken Johnston, Crystal Lowe-Pearce, Vanessa Mignault, Craig Campbell, 

Dana Holmes, Rhonda Johnson, Andrea Hilson, Sherri Duke, Anna Jericho, Breah Langille, 

Robin Jensen, and Victoria Best. 

 

Regrets: Cathryn Kelly 
 

November Minutes Approved at 6:05pm 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

 J.L. Ilsley High School, as well as all HRCE schools, are currently planning for a Phase B 
and a Phase C scenario in case COVID-19 numbers increase to a point where at home 
learning is required.   Planning for successful remote learning included teachers ensuring 
students can log into and know their GNSPES passwords and google classroom codes, 
incorporate google classroom into daily lessons and practice on google meet.  We have 
also identified students in need of technology and were able to provide chrome books 
to students who need them.   
 

 We have completed our fall emergency management drills.  
 

 We celebrated a virtual Remembrance Day on November 10th.  Thank you to student 
council and student council advisor Mr. Down. 
 

 Midterm report card marks were mailed out November 19th. 
 

 The admin took Monday November 23 to meet with every class and have a conversation 
with each student on rules and policies around COVID19.  We called it our COVID re-set.  
We challenged everyone in the building to do better and the focus was on safety.  
Working together as a team will keep all staff, students and the school community safer.     
 



 Parent teacher interviews were completed over the phone this year.  Teachers sent 
emails out to parents requesting a day and time to give the parent a call to discuss the 
students’ progress in their class.  Calls took place between Monday Nov. 30 and Friday 
Dec. 4th.   

 The teacher professional development, on the morning of December 3rd, focus was 
Student Black Lives Matter at J.L. Ilsley.  In groups we went through an activity to give us 
an idea of where we are on this journey so we can begin to make steps to move forward 
to learn more about anti-black racism.   
 

 Athletics action all sports teams are on a pause as of November 24th until we hear more 
from public health.  Girls’ and boys’ volleyball teams did finish up their seasons.  Boys 
and girl’s hockey are still in the middle of their seasons.  Boys and girls’ basketball are 
currently waiting for the pause to end to begin their seasons.   
 

 Course Selection for grade 10 students will begin this upcoming week.  Course selection 
for the grade11 students will take place after the break. 
 

 The pathway connecting the school and Drysdale Avenue is now open.   
 
 

Students’ Council Report - Prepared by Nicholas Down 
UPDATES 
 

 Students’ Council is hopeful that we will be able to make “Holiday Week” successful in 
December and make a video to celebrate student talent and provide some Christmas 
cheer as has been a past practice of our “Holiday Talent Show” on the last day of class 
prior to December break. 
 

SUCCESSES 

 Students’ Council organized Halloween Week (October 26th to 30th) with daily activities 
and costume contest.  
 

 Mr. Down and 24 students met at Cunard Junior High and went Trick or Treating 
collecting food donations for the Chebucto Family Center on October 31st. The routes 
were pre-determined and the teams of 6 – 8 students collected food donations from 
6pm until 8:30pm. A total of 5 cars (trunks) were filled with food donations. Our 
community was very generous. 
 

 Students’ Council organized a Remembrance Day Ceremony (November 10th). Thanks to 
Ms. Mignault for her work with the Band class on O’Canada and her work with 
performers – Breagh Langille, Maclean Crowdis, and Chase Clarke and Braedon 
Cruickshanks. Mr. Mugford was an excellent help in setting up the sound equipment, 
microphones as well as setting up audio direct to video camera. Special thank you to 



Veteran Don MacAulay for his presence and representation at the ceremony. As well as 
the students who attended. This was the first time we have recorded the ceremony and 
the first time we organized the event outside. Thank you to all staff who shared the 
video with their classes in the afternoon, observed 2 minutes of silence and supported 
the poppy campaign. 
 

 Students’ Council organized Smile Day (November 27th).  65 t-shirts were purchased by 
students and staff. “Happy” music was played in the cafeteria during the sale of t-shirts. 
A Post-It Note with encouraging comments, silly jokes, and kind compliments were hand 
written and posted on every student’s desk. 

 
CHALLENGES 
 

 Covid19 Pandemic restrictions make establishing school culture, pride, and defining 
expectations challenging. To say organizing meeting and time for conversations with 
groups of students is difficult would be an understatement. 
 

 There continues to be a huge impact on Students’ Council and the ability to implement 
weekly games and activities that encourage students to collaborate and meet other 
students at school. Students’ Council absolutely understands and supports the 
restrictions that will hopefully enable school to continue “at school”. 
 

New School Update 
 

 Staff at JL Ilsley continue to work with the EECD and the regional center to finalize 
purchasing lists for each department in the new school. To date, physical education, 
music, and skilled trades have been finalized.  
 

 The containers for Skilled Trades and Gym equipment storage have arrived. Staff have 
been filling the containers with materials that will be sent to the new school.  
 

 HRCE operations staff have safely removed the Spryfield mural from the library and it 
has been stored.  
 

 Next month will see additional walkthroughs for the planning of the gym demolition.  
 
Other Business 
 

 All members agreed to support the Breakfast Funds with unspent SAC monies from last 
year. 
 

 The following proposals were submitted and approved, total $5900. 
 



- Math Department: Purchase of X-Pen software to support online learning. 
 
- Jasmine Stoffer (Equity Team): Pronoun pins for staff to promote inclusive 
environment.  
 
- Erica Smith (Library Tech): Purchase of additional books for the library to support 
students connected with the learning center and EAL learners. 
 
- Nicholas Down: Class of 2023 t-shirts for current grade 10 students. These will be 
distributed by Students’ Council and members of the leadership 12 class. 
 
- Nicholas Down: Outdoor education materials, specifically outdoor cookware. 
 
 

 Dana Holmes and Leila Shaw discussed the importance of our sports teams having 
presentable uniforms and possible fundraising options. 

 
Meeting concluded at 7:15pm 


